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Tamils Representative Council (TRC) MANAGEMENT COUNCIL’S REPORT FOR 2013 
 
The Report covers the period 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2013. 
 
1 COMPOSITION 
 
At the Annual General Meeting held on 29 September 2013, the following persons were elected to 
the Management Council unopposed. Subsequently at the first meeting of the Management Council 
the elected members confirmed the officer bearers as stipulated in the Constitution. 
 

Title of Office Name  

President Dr R Theyvendran PBM Ceylon Sports Club 

Dy President Mr S Vivakanandan Life Member 

Vice-President Mr V Balakrishnan PBM Life Member 

Vice-President Mr R Balan Sembawang Tamils Association 

Vice-President Mr A R Mashuthoo Singapore Kadayanallur Muslim 
League 

Vice-President Dr N R Govinden PBM, BBM Mathavi Literary Society 

General Secretary Mr V Pandiyan PB, PBS, PBM Life Member 

Deputy Gen Secretary Ms Janagi Somu Sirpigal 

Deputy Gen Secretary Mr S Tharmaraj Simplified Kundalini Yoga Society 

Hon Treasurer Mr V Kalaichelvam  Periyar Community Service, 
Singapore 

Assistant Hon Treasurer Mr Khader Sultan  Life Member 

Council Member Ms Shoba Gunasekaran Life Member 

Council Member Ms R Thiruselvi  Life Member 

Council Member Mr Yousuf Rowther Rajid Ahamed Tamil Pattimandra Kazhagam 

Council Member Mr Gouthaman Jayaram Life Member 

Council Member Mr Shareef Bin Abdul Jaffar Life Member 

Council Member Dr Dhamodaran  Life Member 

Council Member Mr R P Thanagasundram Sembawang Tamils Mutual Benefit 
Society 

Council Member Mr Mahadevan Lukshumayeh Life Member 

Council Member Mr M Kunaseakanan PB, PBS Life Member 

Council Member Mr K Sathinathan PBM Life Member 

Internal Auditor Mr Chidambaram Muthuvel  

Internal Auditor Ms Illamaran Thamizkkothai  
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2 REVIEW OF 2013 
 
TRC continued to actively engage the Community.  TRC worked closely with its affiliates and other 
Community and National Organizations like SINDA, TLC, TLLPC, LISHA and Narpani Pearavai. 
 
2.1 Calendar of Activities in 2013 
 

S/No Date Venue Event 

1 5.1.2013 UPTLC Bursary Awards 

2 3.3.2013 CSC Budget Talk 

3 20.4.2013 MDIS Sorpor Finals 

4 25.8.2013 SGCC National Day Dinner 

5 31.8.2013 MDIS Motivational Forum 

6 7 & 14.9.2013 Golazo Futsal 

7 29.9.2013 CSC Annual General Meeting 

 
2.2 Bursary Awards 
 
The awards event was held on held on 5 January 2013 at Umar Pulavar Tamil Language Centre. Mr 
Hri Kumar Nair, MP for Sembawang GRC graced the event and presented the awards. 
 
A total of $16,950.00 was presented to 117 students from Primary Schools. 
 
2.3 Budget Talk 
 
The talk was held on 3 March 2013 at Ceylon Sports Club. More than 50 people participated and 
were presented with information on the budget. Mr Narayana Mohan and Mr Seeni Jaffar Ghani 
highlighted the salient points and also answered the several questions raised. 
 
2.4 Sorpor (National Tamil Debate for Primary Schools) 
 
TRC together with Ministry of Education’s S3 Cluster organized the National Tamil Debate series for 
primary schools. This was held between February and April 2013. This debate which is held once 
every two years was being organized for the third time. 
 
The objectives of the debates were as follows: 
 

• To enable the Indian students to improve their proficiency in Tamil Language, both spoken 
and written, through debating and articulation skills. 

• To enhance the interest of all our students in the learning of Tamil language.  
 

• To encourage and promote wider use of spoken Tamil both in school and at home in line 
with the current initiatives of the government. 

 

• To promote community cohesiveness, through regular interaction between educational 
institutions and grassroots organizations. 
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A total of 32 Schools comprising 160 debaters participated in this debate series over a total of   5 
rounds (2 preliminary rounds, quarter-finals, semi-finals and finals). The finals were held on 20 
April 2013. The GOH for the event was Ms Indranee Rajah. 
 
TRC conveys its appreciation and gratitude to MOE, all participating Schools, Tamil Teachers, 
Volunteers, Debate Chairpersons, Timekeepers and the Judges for their support, guidance and 
assistance.  
 
2.5 Futsal Fiesta 
 
This was held for the 7th consecutive year on 7 and 14 September 2013.  This joint project between 
TRC’s Youth Wing and SINDA has grown from strength to strength. This year 32 teams comprising 
more than 350 Secondary students participated in the programme.  
 
One unique feature of this tournament is that it encourages mulit-racial participation. . We had not 
only Indians but Chinese and Malays participating in this competition. It has to be noted that more 
than 40% of them were Indians. 
 
The Guest of Honour Mr Zainudin Nordin, MP for Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC and Chairman of FAS, 
graced the event and gave away the prizes. Mr Zainudin was impressed with the organization of the 
event and the standards of the players. He had also identified about 7 players for further 
development. 
 
2.6 National Day Dinner  &  Excellence  Awards 

More than 500 people attended the dinner held on 25 August 2013 at the Serangoon Gardens 
Country Club. The event was graced by Mr Sam Tan, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Community, Culture and Youth and Mayor for Central Singapore 
District.  

TRC raised more than $100,000 through this event. 15 Tamil students who had excelled in their 
PSLE, GCE ‘O’ and “A’ level examinations in 2012 were honoured with Excellence Awards. The 
award recipients were identified by MOE and supported by SINDA. 

2.7 Motivation Forum 
 
The annual forum for Primary and Secondary students was held on 31 August 2013 at the MDIS 
Auditorium. More than 600 students participated in the event conducted by Mr Ramesh from Adam 
Khoo Group. 
 
2.8 Reading Programmes 
 
TRC’s Youth Wing organized two programmes over a period 20 Saturdays in the first and second 
half of the year. One was held at MDIS and the other at Bishan East Community Club. 
 
The objective of this programme was to encourage Primary 1 and 2 students to speak good English 
and read properly. As English is the main medium of education in Singapore, a strong foundation in 
this language will ensure that our Tamil students are able to comprehend and master the key 
subjects comprising English, Mathematics and Science. 
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Each programme was limited to 30 students, identified through SINDA’s STEP classes. More such 
programmes are planned in 2014. 
 
2.9 Hindi Language 
 
TRC sent a private note to DPM Tharman Shanmugaratnam stating that Members of the Tamils 
Representative Council were disturbed by the contents of the article published in the Straits Times 
on 17th November 2012. The article had claimed that “more than half the students learning Hindi 
were from other Indian language groups”. TRC’s worry was that this may be misinterpreted to be 
that many Tamil students are taking up Hindi rather than Tamil when this was not the true position. 
TRC also conveyed that the Committee’s concern was that the continuous voicing of such talk in this 
matter could possibly erode the position of the Tamil language. 
 
DPM Tharman Shanmugaratnam had written back thanking for the feedback and that he had kept 
MOE informed. 
 
3 FINANCIAL STATUS at end 2013 
 
TRC’s financial status continued to be healthy.  TRC’s total funds amounted to $722.654. This 
comprised of: 
 

• Current Account (DBS) : $184,866   

• Fixed Deposits:   $537,788 
 

S/No Bank Name Deposit Amount Maturity Date 

1 State Bank of India $308,940 22 Feb 2014 

2 Bank of East Asia $102, 192 1Jun 2014 

3 Indian Overseas Bank $126,656 11 Apr 2014 

 Total $537,788  

                                                                           
TRC’s total expenditure for 2013 was $54,339 and total income was $106,564. As such TRC’s 
Income over Expenditure was $52,225. 
 

Note:  TRC’s main income was from Donations, GIRO contributions and Affiliate Subscriptions 

 Full details are available in the attached Auditor’s Report 

 

4 MEETINGS 
 
In 2013, TRC held a total of 6 Management Council meetings and 4 Executive Committee meetings.  
 
5 MEMBERSHIP / GIRO 
 
5.1 As at end 2013, our membership figures were as follows:- 
 
 Life Membership:  262  

Ordinary Membership:  803  
Youth Membership:  39 Total= 1,104 

 
Affiliate Organisations:  28 
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5.2 The appended data shows the membership figures over the past 7 years.  
 

Category 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

Life  262 268 256 236 208 199 179 

Ordinary  803 936 925 917 894 843 679 

Youth  39 40 40 39 38 36 27 

Total 1104 1244 1221 1192 1140 1078 885 

 
5.3 GIRO Contribution 
 
TRC records its sincere appreciation and gratitude to all members who have been contributing 
through GIRO. Over the years these contributions have been a constant source of funding for TRC’s 
administrative expenses and towards the various programmes organized by TRC.  
 
In 2013 there was an average of 421 contributors with a total contribution of $30,424.00. 
Compared to 2012 ($33,778), there was a 10% drop in the total contributions. This can be 
attributed to more unsuccessful deductions and closing of some accounts. 
 
TRC Management Council is aware of this and has been taking steps to encourage more people 
come forward and contribute. 
 
6 AFFILIATION 
 
As at end of 2013, there were a total of 29 Organisations affiliated to TRC. The full list is listed in 
Appendix B. 3 organisations had written in to de-affiliate themselves in 2013. 1 organisation has 
been suspended due to non-payment of subscriptions for many years despite several reminders. 
 
TRC continued its corporate membership with Peoples Association. TRC also continued its 
representation in the Tamil Language Council and the Tamil Language, Literary and Promotion 
Committee. Gen Secretary, Mr Pandiyan continued to represent TRC in all these committees. 
 

7 APPRECIATION 
 
The TRC Management Council will like to thank the following Friends of TRC, for their continued 
support and generous contributions towards TRC’s programmes in 2013. 
 

• Lee Foundation 

• Design Terminal Pte Ltd 

• LISHA 

• Management Development Institute of Singapore 

• Media Corp News 

• Mini Environment Services Pte Ltd 

• Narpani Pearavai 

• Oli 96.8 

• SINDA 

• Singapore Tamil Teachers Union 

• Tamil Language Council 

• Tamil Language Learning & Promotion Committee 
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• Tamil Murasu 

• TCC Credit Cooperative Ltd 

• Vasantham  
 
The Management Council places on record its sincere thanks and appreciation to all its Advisors, 
Affiliate Organizations, SINDA, Tamil Language Council, Singapore Indian Education Trust, People’s 
Association Indian Activities Coordinating Council, Management Development Institute of 
Singapore, National Library Board, Ministry of Education, Telecoms Credit Cooperative and Tamil 
Murasu for their continued support towards in TRC’s activities. 
 
TRC also conveys its deep appreciation and thanks to all organizations, institutions and individuals 
who have contributed towards the continued success of its programs by way of sponsorship, 
advertisements and generous donations received and finally to our members for their continued 
support of TRC. 
 
Pandiyan V 
Gen. Secretary 
For & on behalf of the TRC Management Council 
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APPENDIX A 
 
TRC President’s Speech at the Annual General Meeting held on 29 September 2013 
 
Good morning to everyone present.  
 
Thank you so much for making the time to be a part of your TRC’s annual general meeting.  
 
2013 was a very good year for TRC. We have organized a number of activities as can be 
seen from the calendar of activities on the last page of your report. 
 
And by extension, our annual National Day dinner held on 25th August 2013 was a 
resounding success. For the record we managed to raise about $250,000 from the event. 
 
Every year TRC grows stronger. Each year we are becoming better and more professional. 
 
We are getting strong in numbers. Our membership continues to grow. Our Affiliates 
continue to grow. 
 
We are getting strong in quality. The quality of our MC members has improved. More and 
more professionals are joining us to serve you and the Community. We have Lawyers, 
Lecturers, Administrators, Business persons. Including me we now have 4 MC members 
who have been recognized by the Government for our Community service and efforts. 
 
At this Juncture let us all congratulate our Gen Secretary Mr Pandiyan for having been 
awarded the Public Service Medal as part of this year’s National Day Awards. 
 
We are getting strong in identifying leaders for the future. We have a strong Youth Wing 
which has organized several successful events and has already drawn up its activity plan 
for next year. We intend to formalize the setting up of the Youth Wing by the end of this 
year. 
 
We are getting strong in our Finance. TRC is inching ever closer to having a Million Dollars 
and we hope to achieve this by next year.  
 
All this has increased the respectability of TRC in the eyes of the authorities. Success brings 
more success. Good people bring together more good people.  
 
Getting feedback at the right time and in the right way, maintaining the goodwill between 
the many Tamil and Indian organizations of Singapore, and making representations to the 
Authorities has been the hallmark of TRC. 
  
TRC has been called upon a number of times to represent the Tamils and present the Tamil 
perspective to the government. TRC has been called upon to host events and a major 
national event.  
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TRC continues to maintain excellent linkages with SINDA, Tamil Language Council, Tamil 
Language Learning & Promotion Committee, Tamil Murasu, LISHA, Narparni and many 
others. We have joint activities with SINDA like the Indian Community Bursary Awards and 
Futsal. We continue to support TLC in the Tamil Language Festival. We are supporting 
LISHA during its Ponggal and New Year Celebrations. We will continue supporting Tamil 
Murasu in the recognition of Tamil Teachers. We continue to recognize our Top Tamil 
students with the support of Ministry of Education. 
 
We also support our Affiliates by giving donations and manpower support for their 
activities. 
 
Many have been raising the issue of TRC getting a building for the Tamil Community. We 
have not forgotten our promise. TRC is still considering ways on this project soon. I am 
hoping that each and every one of you and our Affiliates will continue to join us in actively 
supporting and raising funds in this regard. Getting a building should not be the burden of 
one person - many hands must come together and clasp this endeavor for us to feel that we 
belong. This is not my building, it is OURS. 
 
THE FUTURE  
 
TRC is now stable. We have 33 affiliates and another 2 more will be joining us soon. TRC 
will continue to grow. It has gained respectability with the powers that be and I know this 
to be so because of the sincere personal letters that they write me. And as members, we 
will never allow anybody to split TRC no matter how much a fringe few try. 
 
I told you 2 years ago that I will step down when the time is ripe. I assure you that once the 
TRC Co-op matter is settled one way or the other, I will hand over my leadership smoothly 
so that the Tamil community in Singapore will continue to prosper under the umbrella of 
TRC. We do not want to create another TRC Co-op saga after TRC handed over, TRC Co-op’s 
reputation is tarnished.  
 
TRC CO-OP. 
 
The TRC Co-op, I regret to report is in a sorry state. The Registrar has now to approve loans, 
due to the ensuing investigations on the events of that allegedly “Rogue” AGM in 2010, 
amongst other discrepant activity, 70 new members, 50 of them were admitted within one 
day of the AGM were admitted that helped the then Chairman, R.A. Nathan secure 109 votes 
while 128 members were not permitted entry into the AGM proper. 
 
The matter is now in the hands of the Arbitrator. In any way, Justice will prevail, by Man or 
by God. 
 
Most people proclaim the greatness of Tamil and our culture, but we are counted by not 
what we say, but by our actions. 
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The investment of our time, our money and our efforts will not go to waste and will not be 
destroyed by these very fringe few.  
 
TRC will stand tall. Our national leaders will continue to recognize us.  We can always be 
proud of what we stand for.  
 
Thank You. 
 




































