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The New TRC President

My heartiest greetings to all Members, Affiliate Leaders and their
members.

First and foremost, let me thank Dr R Theyvendran for his contributions
as TRC'’s President from July 2000 to September 2016.

During the past 16 years he has done a wonderful task of consolidating
TRC, bringing in more members and Affiliates, increasing our funds
and creating a closer relationship with many of our community
organisations like SINDA, Tamil Language Council, LISHA, and
Narpani. Under his leadership TRC has organised many key events
like the launch of the first local made Tamil movie — ‘Gurushetram’,
75th anniversary celebrations of Tamil Murasu, multiple National Day
Dinners which has raised more than $200,000 over the years and other
activities. In addition, TRC has also introduced some young
professionals into the Management Council.

In September 2016, Dr Theyvendran stepped down as the President
to ensure leadership continuity and to allow the younger generation
opportunities to lead TRC into the future.

The Management Council has since, unanimously elected me to lead
the organization. Having served as the General Secretary for more
than 20 years, | hope that the experience gained will guide me in
carrying out my responsibilities as the President and set an example
to the younger generation. | am also thankful to Dr N R Govinden and
Mr R Balan who have also stepped down as Vice Presidents to give
way to someone younger. Currently half the Council is in the early 50s
or in their 40s. My target is to identify and groom even younger leaders
and prepare them to take over in the next 5 years.

Some of the immediate targets that we (Management Council) are

looking at:

1. Increasing the number of Affiliates from 35 to 40.

2. Increasing Life Membership to more than 500.

3. Creating a pool of Volunteers who can be tapped upon to be
involved in TRC activities.

4. Identifying young Tamil speaking professionals and bringing them
into the various sub-committees and creating opportunities for
them to serve the community.

5. Reaching out and strengthening the relationship with current
Affiliates and Partners.

6. Organising more relevant activities for Students, Parents, and
Working adults.

I am confident that with the continued support of you (members), our
Affiliates and Partners, we can achieve all the above.

This year (2016) marks the 65th anniversary of TRC. Plans are
underway to mark our 70th anniversary on a grand scale and also to
come up with an effective action plan to bring TRC into the next lap.

Together, let us strive to make TRC a more viable and vibrant
organization representing all our Tamil speaking brothers and sisters
in Singapore.

Pandiyan Vellasami PB, PBS, PBM
President
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Dr R Theyvendran PBM Mr V Pandiyan PBM, PBS, PB Mr S Vivakanandan
Immediate Past President President Deputy President

Mr V Balakrishnan Mr A R Mashuthoo Mr V Kalaichélvém Mr K Sathinathan BBM, PBM
Vice President Vice President Vice President Vice President
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Mr S Tharmaraj Ms Janagi Somu Ms R G Thiruselvi
General Secretary Deputy Secretary Deputy Secretary
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Mr Vengidusamy Sourirajalu Mr Khader Sultan s/o Ismail
Treasurer Assistant Treasurer

Council Members
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Mr Ramaiyah Pillai Mr Yousuf Rowther Rajid Ms Shoba Gunasekaran
Thanagasundram Ahamed

Mr M Kunaseakanan PB, PBS Ms lllamaran Thamizhkkothai

The Management Council wishes everyone a
HAPPY & PROPEROUS NEW YEAR
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International Maanavar Muzhakkam 2016

International Maanavar Muzhakkam is an annual oratorical cum
debating competition organized by Astro Vaanavil, an Indian language
channel in Malaysia and Vanakkam Malaysia, an online daily Tamil
news site in Malaysia.

Tamils Representative Council (TRC) with the support of Tamil
Language Learning and Promotion Committee under the auspices of
the Ministry of Education is the coordinator for identifying students
who can represent Singapore in this competition.

In 2015, the final round of this competition was | .
held in Chennai, India from 30 Nov - 2 Dec. 26
students from India, Malaysia, Singapore and
Sri Lanka participated and Ms Vishnu Vardinini
(RGS Primary) emerged as the 2nd Runner-
up. Congratulations!

For 2016, the final rounds will be held from 2 -
4 December in Dubai. In addition to the
countries which participated in 2015,
contestants from UAE, Oman, Canada, UK are
also expected to take part.

To select the Singapore representatives, TRC organized a national
level competition amongst primary school students. More than 100
participated in the preliminary rounds. 10 students progressed to the
semi-finals and 4 students advanced to the finals. The Top 3 students
were selected to represent Singapore.

- R

- Ranganathé-ln
Rithikha (Evergreen Pri Sch) - Jaswanth Anand (Yangzheng Pri Sch)

They will be accompanied by their parents and 2 TRC officials. TRC
and the Tamil Community congratulates them and wishes them all the
best!
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TRC Bursary Awards 2017 - 7 Jan 2017

Tamils Representative Council (TRC) is dedicated to ensuring every
Tamil child born in Singapore is not deprived of education merely
because of financial difficulties. Educating our young to open them to
new opportunities is a communal duty each of us carries.

TRC together with SINDA and Singapore Indian Education Trust has
been presenting bursaries to needy Indian students for the past 10
years. The 3 main organizations have come together to ensure that
our lesser-privileged students are not lacking in motivation and
financial support in their efforts to educate themselves and be a better
citizen. Further, such cooperation will ensure that more students
benefit and better management of our limited resources.

In 2017, TRC will be presenting bursaries to more than 100 primary
school students. This event will be held on Saturday, 7 Jan at Umar
Pulavar Tamil Language Centre. Each year the number of applicants
and the amount to be awarded keeps increasing and TRC has to
strive harder to raise funds.

To allow for the community to contribute towards this noble
effort, TRC has introduced a nominee programme whereby
members can donate a certain amount (minimum $1000 x 5
years) in the name of a loved one as nominated by the donor.
Donors could donate in the name of their parents, children etc. To
date, we have a number of such donors.

If you are interested in this programme, please email us at
info@trc.org.sg or call us at 6391 4516. We appreciate all support
and call upon you to come forward and join us. Be assured that every
dollar raised will go towards supporting a deserving child.
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Sorpor 2017

Sorpor is the National Tamil Debate series for Primary Schools
organised biennially by Tamils Representative Council (TRC). This
event is supported by the Tamil Language Learning & Promotion
Committee (TLLPC) and the Tamil Language Council (TLC). This will
be the 5th edition of the series started in 2009.

In 2015, TRC received the support of MOE, SINDA and Mediacorp
(Vasantham). The Finals was telecast on TV as a pre-recorded event
and as part of the annual Tamil Language Festival.

In 2017, the debate series will be limited to 32 Schools. There will be
2 preliminary rounds, a quarter-final, semi-final and final before one
of them is crowned as Champions and receives the Sorpor Challenge
Shield. The winners will receive cash prizes and trophies. The best
speaker for each debate will be presented with a book voucher.

The debate will be held in 2 parts. For the prepared round, the debate



title will be given 2 weeks in advance. Immediately after this, the
impromptu round will be held. Teams will be given a topic on the spot
and allowed 5-10 minutes’ preparation time.

Over the last eight years this debate series has received very good
feedback from teachers, students, parents and the community. Many
have commented that this is a good opportunity for students to
strengthen their skills in conversing, being able to conduct research in
the Tamil Language and thinking on their feet. It has also built
confidence and teamwork amongst the participants.

Registration details will be emailed to all primary schools in
January 2017. Interested schools may contact us for more details
in early January.

Sorpor 2015 Champions, CHIJ (Primary) Toa Payoh and Runners Up,
Concord Primary School

Qammeumy 2017
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Join us as a Life Member and Save $50

We thank you for the support, participation and continued interest in
our programmes.

Since its founding in 1951 by the late Mr G Sarangapany, TRC has
been providing a united framework for all the different Tamil
Organisations in Singapore. TRC has been able to attract a broad-
based support from the Community and the Tamil Community
Organisations in its efforts to be the united voice to represent the
Tamils in Singapore.

Currently we have more than 1,000 members and 35 Affiliates
representing some 30,000 Tamils in Singapore. However, we will like
more to join us and show the strength of the Tamils. Do remember
that the more voices we represent the stronger will be our listening
power.

Although life membership is $250.00, until March 2017, you can join
us by paying $200.00 only. If you are 60 years and above, you only
pay $100.00.

Members will receive regular newsletters, email blasts on our
activities. Members will also enjoy the following benefits (subject to
certain conditions).

Discount on course fees at MDIS

Rental at Ceylon Sports Club at member rates

Loans services at TCC Ltd

Free Legal Clinics

Scholarship Awards at MDIS

TRC Bursaries for member children

Talks and Courses on Financial, Medical, Educational related
matters

Why wait? Visit trc.org.sg and submit your membership application
online or call us at 6391 4516!
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Suvadugal - Tamil Heritage Series

As part of its 65th anniversary celebrations, TRC is collaborating with
the National Library, Singapore to hold a Tamil Heritage Series to
explore the rich heritage of Singapore Indians, to create interest in this
subject among the younger generation and to promote NLB’s
resources such as the Tamil Digital Heritage.

These quarterly panel discussions celebrate the past and also connect
it forward to the present and future by focussing on current/future
trends. The first session was held on 9 July and discussed pioneers
Tamils in Singapore. The upcoming programmes in this series will
focus on traditional business and evolvement of the spoken Tamil in
Singapore.
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Legal Clinic in Tamil
(Your First-Stop for Free Legal Advice)

Good news for members of the Tamils Representative Council and its
Affiliate Organization members!

TRC conducts legal clinics which provides free basic legal advice and
information. Qualified Lawyers will be available for consultation on a
one-to-one basis. This Clinic will assist members who need advice on
personal matters or business matters pertaining to the laws of
Singapore. All sessions are limited to 30 minutes per person and will
be kept confidential. The legal clinic will be held on weekdays from
7.30 pm to 9.30 pm and will be conducted in Tamil and English only.
Where necessary, TRC Management Members on duty will assist in
referring you to where you can get further help.

All advice and information given at these sessions shall be as a matter
of guidance and comfort only and is not intended to replace, substitute
or supplement legal advice and any legal action that may be needed
in each case. The volunteer lawyers are bound by law not to act any
further for those attending these free legal clinics.

To Note:

* Members must first register their interest at www.trc.org.sg or
obtain an application form in person at TRC Office.

» Attendance is strictly by prior registration only. Walk-In cases will
not be entertained. Please allow a minimum of 3 working days to
process your registration.

* It is mandatory to bring member’s Identity Card and all relevant
documents pertaining to the matter.

* All members must sign an Indemnity Form stating that no
damages or claim will be sought for the advice given at the legal
clinic.

* Members must be present 15 minutes before the allocated time.
If a member misses an appointment, he must re-register for
another session.

Our Contact: Tamils Representative Council

101 Balestier Road,
Singapore 329678
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Be a TRC Volunteer!

Are you between 16 — 30 years?
keen to contribute in community events?

keen to learn new skills?

keen to meet like-minded individuals?
Join us as a TRC volunteer and gain

Drop us a mail at info@trc.org.sg
or call 63914516
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Calendar of Events for 2017

Date Event

the Future - Forum 2016 |

Gearing for

7 Jan, Sat TRC Bursary Awards

Suvadugal Forum (Heritage

21 Jan, Sat . NL
Businesses)
11 Feb, Sat Sor_p(_)r 2017 — Teachers Briefing & UPTLC
Training
25 Feb, Sat = Sorpor 2017 — Round 1 MDIS
4 Mar, Sat Suvadugal Fprum (Evolvement of NL
Spoken Tamil)
11 Mar, Sat = Sorpor 2017 — Round 2 MDIS
18 Mar, Sat S_orppr 2017 — Training for Quarter TBC
Finalists
25 Mar, Sat | Sorpor 2017 - Quarter Finals MDIS
Opening of Tamil Language Festival .
2 AP, S8t 5017 Organised by TLC AR IEET
8 Apr, Sat = Sorpor 2017 - Semi Finals MDIS
23 Apr, Sun  Sorpor 2017 - Finals Mediacorp
TRC 65“‘ Anmv .
onal Day Dinn€
2 Jul, Sun = Annual General Meeting TBC 515t Natl
15 Jul, Sat  Forum - Gearing for the Future TBC
26 Aug, Sat 52" National Day Dinner TBC
Deepavali Lunch with Affiliates,
2 Mo S Partners & Volunteers Uz
UPTLC - Umar Pulavar Tamil Language Centre
NL — National Library
MDIS - Management Development Institute of Singapore
TLC — Tamil Language Council
TBC — Venue to be confirmed

CEYLON SPORTS CLUB

FUNCTION HALL @ CONVENIENT LOCATION\
IDEAL FOR BIRTHDAY PARTIES,ROM FAMILY o i A
GATHERING FOR 100 PAX Tamils Representative Council
o 101 Balestier Road
Singapore 329678

info@trc.org.sg
+65 6391 4516

www.trc.org.sg
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