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TRC together with SINDA and Singapore
Indian Education Trust has been
presenting bursaries to needy students
from Indian families for the past few
years. The 3 main organisations have
come together to ensure that our lesser-
privileged students are not lacking in
motivation and financial support in their
efforts to educate themselves and be
a better citizen and son/daughter to
their Parents. Further, such cooperation
will ensure that more students benefit
and ensures better management of our
limited resources.

Tamils Representative Council (TRC) is
an organisation, dedicated to ensuring
every Tamil child born in Singapore
is not deprived of education merely :
because of financial difficulties. I
Educating our young and opening them 3
to new opportunities is our communal =~
duty.

For the Year 2010, TRC presented bursaries to a total
of 105 Primary School students. This event was held on
Saturday, 9.1.2010 at The Grassroots Club. More than
$20,000.00 was given away.

The recipients had to satisfy the following criteria to receive
the bursaries ranging from $100.00 to $250.00.

e Student must be attending Primary School in the year
2009/2010.

e Must be taking Tamil as 2nd Language

e Nett family income (take-home pay) should not exceed
$2000/-per month.

e Must not be a recipient of any other bursary award.

... continued on page 4
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Tamil Representative Council’s National Day Celebrations

TRC and its 33 Affiliate Associations celebrated the 44th
National Day on 29th August , Saturday. More than 500
people attended the event held at Grassroots Club in Ang
Mo Kio.

Guest of Honour for the event was Deputy Speaker for
Parliament and MP for Tanjong Pagar GRC, Miss Indranee
Rajah.

Further, many leaders of Indian organisations too
attended the event. Miss Indranee who spoke at the event
said, “Such events encourage unity and patriotism. The
inclusion of other races in the event also shows our racial
harmony.” Ms Indranee also asked youths and ladies to
come forward to help the community.

Dr. T. Chandroo, CEO of Modern Montessori International
received TRC’s annual Community Service Award this year.
Excellence awards were also given to 13 students who
excelled in the PSLE, O Level and A Level examinations.
An excellence award was also awarded to a student who
excelled in studies and in sports.

Lmo; 2
The Youth Wings of Tamils Representative Council
(TRC) and Bishan IAEC organized Futsal Fiesta ’10, a
Futsal tournament, with independent Female and Male
categories, under one banner. It was held on Saturday,
23rd January 2010 at 0900 hrs at Asia’s largest indoor
football arena, Fico Sports Hub.

Capitalizing on the ever-growing popularity of this South-
American found sport, the tournament ensured youths
participate eagerly yet competitively in active sports, which
in turn, motivates them to incorporate fitness into their
lifestyle thus allowing them an opportunity to rediscover
their passion for sports. Furthermore, they gained an
avenue to forge new friendships with sportsmen of similar
interest. Numerous supporters witnessed the intensity
of 32 male teams and 16 female teams comprising of
over 300 players, progress through 3 exhilarating stages,
comprising, a Group Stage, Quarterfinal, and Semifinal to
qualify for the Final.

Upon the sound of the whistle blown by our Guest-of-
Honor, Mr T. Raja Segar, CEO of SINDA, the finals of
both the Male and Female Category kicked-off. After the

TRC gives out about $30,000 to 200 students annually

through donations collected at this event. This year, TRC
has collected $40,000 at their National Day celebrations.

Mr Pandiyan, General Secretary of TRC, told Tamil Murasu
that this entire amount would be given as bursaries to
students at the end of the year.
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exhausting ordeal, the Champion of each category was
awarded the coveted Championship trophy, with the top
three runner-ups receiving medals for their respective
achievements.

The winners of both categories posed proudly, taking
photos and parading around with their huge trophies and
shiny medals, before helping themselves with the much-
wanted refreshments, as the soccer madness looked to
come to a pleasant end. However, with plans on its way
to organise a record-breaking, 24-hour soccer marathon,
featuring a massive 128 teams, with over 1000 matches
played, next year, the soccer madness is far from an end.




PONGGAL - Sirpigal’s Programme with TRC at Campbell Lane
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Campbell Lane come to LIFE on 14 January evening.
Sirpigal, an affiliate of TRC organised a 3-hour cultural
Ponggal programme on "Thai Ponggal" day . Sirpigal did
an excellent job in creating a vibrant atmosphere during
the 3-hour programme at Campbell Lane. It is a wonder
where the crowd came from, there was hardly any moving
space at Campbell Lane. Every item was a great hit with
the crowd.

Exuberant dances and songs both latest and old hits
mesmerised the crowd. There were two great emcees
Ms Thiruselvi and Mr Elangoven who captivated the
crowd with their witty Tamil dialogue. Our Sirpigal
dancers, and singers kept the audience tapping for the
songs and dances. The show also won the praises of
LISHA members too, for bringing in the huge crowd. We
had one problem - keeping the crowd from coming to
the stage to dance. It was a mammoth task on Jega and
John, the security personnel.

Sirpigal is honoured to have been part of this great show
and is grateful to TRC for the opportunity.

WHAT DO

YOU DO

From the words of Abdul Kalam, President of
India
“You say that our government is inefficient.
You say that our laws are too old.
You say that the municipality does not pick up
the garbage.

You say that phones don’t work, the railways are
a joke. The airline is the worst in the world, mails
never reach their destination.

You say that our country has been fed to the
dogs and is the absolute pits.

You say, say and say.

What do you DO about it? “

ABOUT IT?

And as President John F Kennedy said in his
inaugural speech on 20th January 1961,
“Ask not what your country can do for you, ask
what you can do for your country.”

Our Deepest
Condolences

TRC extends its deepest condolences to our
Assistant Treasurer, Mr Khader Sultan on the
demise of his beloved wife on 7th March 2010.

May her good soul rest in peace.

A Re-Think-Treat!

Council members of TRC attended a re-treat at
Goodwood Hotel, Batam on 28-29 November 2009, to
rethink the strategies of TRC.

It was a milestone effort to put together thoughts and

ideas for the new role that TRC would play in our
community in the coming years.

It was a mind-draining 2-day session for the Council
members who had absorbed the cost of the trip on
their own. You can look forward to more details in our
next newsletter on the new strategies as plans are
formalised.




TRC BURSARY AWARDS ON SATURDAY, 9 JANUARY 2010

... continued from page 1

The awards were presented by Mr Haji, Abdul Jaleel, PBM
who is the Managing Director of MES Group of Companies
and a well known patron of
the Indian Community.

Parents of the receipients
were grateful for the financial §
assistance given by TRC
and other Tamil Community
organisations. Such support
helps to pay for the school &
fees and text books needed
by the students.

Apart from giving out bursaries, TRC is also involved in
the following projects that are aimed at our children and
to ensure that they excel in their studies.

e Tuition Programme (More than 30,000 have benefited
since 1983)

e Enrichment Programmes

¢ Raising Funds for the Kandasamy Education Trust
Fund, which is used to present bursaries

e Nominating students for scholarship awards for
further studies — A Joint Programme with Management
Development Institute of Singapore (MDIS) and Modern
Montessori International (MMI)

e TRC Excellence Awards for Top Indian Students who
have excelled in Tamil Language at PSLE, GCE ‘O’
and GCE ‘A’ Levels.

e TRC Multi-purpose Cooperative Society, where
members may take loans.

To date TRC has awarded more than S$100,000.00 to
nearly 1000 students. Apart from this, TRC is looking
at supplementing these awards with further financial
assistance for deserving students and families. We are
also exploring giving out study awards ranging from
$1,000 to $3,000 for those aspiring to further their studies.
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TRC quoted in “Men In White”

The Tamils Representative Council has
been quoted in the publication, “Men In
White — The Untold Story of Singapore’s
Ruling Political Party”. We reproduce the
excerpts here.

On Pg 606 “Tamils Representative Council
President R Theyvendran said that, “it
taught PAP that there should be moderation in racial,
religious and cultural matters.””

On Pg 616 “Indian community leader R Theyvendran
concurred. “The Rajaratham model would not have worked
in Singapore. History is in favour of Lee. You cannot just
overlook the ethnicity of people. It is better to recognise it,
accept it and then build “an all-inclusive society” from it.””

On pg. 617 “Or as Tamils Representative Council Chief R
Theyvendran put it : “This is a government which believes
in nipping a problem in the bud. No problem is allowed
to brew, fester and grow — and that’s how it has kept the
peace all these years.””




Benefits of Being a Member

PRIORITY for Members in all events organized by
TRGC;

NETWORKING with fellow members of a BIG FAMILY.

DIALOGUE Session with relevant authorities and
feedback to appropriate channels.

CONNECTIVITY with TRC  Multi-Purpose
Co-Operative and TCC Co-Operative for financial
assistance;

CONNECTIVITY with Ceylon Sports Club and
Temples for SUBSIDIZED RATES for bookings of
Multipurpose Hall, Priest services and for participation
in special activities and classes organized by the
temples;

CONNECTIVITY for |life with Management
Development Institute of Singapore (MDIS) & Modern
Montessori International (MMI) for extra-curricular
or specific degree courses. Special rates for certain
COUrses;

MDIS INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER - see www.mdis.
edu.sg/membership/benefits.php

Workshops on Lifelong Skills — Wealth Management;
Entrepreneurial Skills; Exam Preparation etc.

Bursary Awards at Primary Level; Excellence Awards;
Legal & Financial Counselling; Talks/Courses;
Scholarships For The Needy;

YOUTH CAMPS - to encourage interaction and
develop social skills;

Discounts at selected Retail Outlets;

MUSIC AND DANCE LESSONS at the SSVT Music
& Dance Academy;

RELIGIOUS AND ACADEMIC CLASSES at the
SSVT Sunday school;

KAYAKALPA YOGA Classes at CSC;
Annual Membership Lucky Draws;
Tours;

FUNERAL SERVICES - funeral
assistance according to traditions;

arrangement

& Many more...

MDIS BURSARIES

Members and children of Members are eligible for
Bursaries offered by the Management Development
Institute of Singapore (MDIS). For more details on
the courses offered, please visit www.mdis.edu.sg.
Call our Secretariat now for more details.

Financial Problems?

Please call our Secretariat if you need advice on
financial solutions.

GURUSHETRAM

BASED ON TRUE'EVE
THE STREET SCRI

Singapore’s first Tamil film is all set to grace theatres in
the month of April. The release will coincide with the Tamil
Language Festival celebrations. The film is produced by
Blue River Pictures in collaboration with the Singapore
Film Commission and distributed locally by Golden
Village Pictures Pte Ltd.

T. T. Dhavamanni, an award winning director of many
television dramas, makes his big screen debut through
“Gurushetram - 24 Hours of Anger”. The technical crew
includes European cinematographer Lucas Jodogne,
music composer Rafee of Jaggubhai fame, and State
award winning Editor Praveen K.L. of Kollywood hits
Saroja, Kanthaswamy and Goa.

Tamils Representative Council (TRC) is proud to present
the Charity Gala Premiere of the first Singapore produced
Tamil feature film “Gurushetram - 24 Hours of Anger” on
6th April 2010 at Golden Village Cinema at Vivo City.

This Charity Gala Premiere will be an opportunity to raise
funds for TRC’s Kandasamy Educational Trust Fund.
Started in 2000, the fund has since provided bursaries to
more than 2,000 students from low income families.

About $200,000 has been given out since then. The fund
also seeks to provide educational awards and grants to
students who excel in their studies and more than 200
students have benefited from this.

Date: 6 April 2010, Tuesday
Movie time: 8pm - 10:30pm
Venue: GV Max @ GV VivoCity, HarbourFront Precinct

Donation tickets are available @ $500, $300 and $100
and all donors will be invited to attend a reception prior to
the movie from 6:30pm onwards.

Normal tickets @ $20 are also available (free delivery if
purchase more than 10 tickets). As only limited tickets.

For more details and movie trailers please visit our
website at http://www.trc.org.sg. Please call 96255145
for purchase of movie tickets.

Official website: http://www.gurushetram.com




LEGAL CLINIC IN TAMIL
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(Your First-Stop For Free Legal Advice)

Good news for
members of the Tamils
Representative Council,
its Affiliate Organization
members and members
of the TRC Multipurpose
Cooperative Society.

TRC conducts free
legal clinics which will
provide free basic legal
advice and information.
Qualified Lawyers will be
available for consultation
on a one-to-one basis.
TRC is starting this clinic
to assist members who
need advice on personal
matters and or business matters pertaining to the laws
of Singapore. All sessions are limited to 15 minutes per
person and will be kept confidential.

All advice and information given at these sessions shall
be as a matter of guidance and comfort only and is not
intended to replace, substitute or supplement legal advice
and any legal action that may be needed in each case.
The volunteer lawyers are bound by law not to act any
further for those attending these free legal clinics.

Members, who wish to seek help, must first register
before they can attend the Legal Clinic. To register, please
visit our website www.trc.org.sg for online application or
obtain an application form in person at our Office. The
legal clinic will be held on every 2nd Monday of the month
from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm. Attendance is strictly by prior
registration only. Walk-In cases will not be entertained.
Closing date for registration is the last Friday of each
month.

Members who are attending must bring their Identity
Cards and all relevant documents pertaining to their
matter. There are no fees involved, but all members must
sign an Indemnity Form stating that you will not seek any
damages or claim for the advice given at the legal clinic.

Members must be present 15 minutes before the allocated
time. If a member misses an appointment, he must
re-register for another session. The legal clinic will be
conducted in Tamil and English only. Each session is
limited to 15 minutes only. The legal clinic provides
preliminary basic legal advice and information. Where
necessary, TRC Management Members on duty will assist
in referring you to where you can get further help.

Our Contact:
GTRIFGTH (LpIHBailf]

Tamils Representative Council
101 Balestier Road,

Singapore 329678
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TAMIL LANGUAGE FESTIVAL 2010
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The Tamil Language Council, established by MICA to
promote awareness and greater use of Tamil language
among Indian Singaporeans, will be organizing the Tamil
Language Festival from Friday April 2nd to Sunday 25th
April 2010.

This is the 4th year the Festival is being organized in
collaboration with various community organizations and
comprises a series of programmes conducted over a
4-week period aimed at promoting the language among
the Tamil speaking community in Singapore.

This Festival is one of the major proposals of the
Tamil Language Learning and Promotion Committee
(TLLPC). The TLLPC was formed to put into action the
recommendations of the Tamil Language Curriculum &
Pedagogy Review Committee.

One of the activities of the Festival is the forum on ‘Progress
with Tamil’, spearheaded by the Tamils Representative
Council together with New Town Primary School and
the Singapore Tamil Teachers Union. This will be held on
Saturday, 17.4.2010 from 9.00 am to 12.00 pm at MDIS
UniCampus, 51 Stirling Road.

The forum aims to emphasize the importance of spoken
Tamil and explore ways to encourage and increase the
usage of the language. The forum will also serve as
a stage to launch the involvement of our Community
leaders in encouraging the use of the language as a fun
and modern language and that our students or youths
should not shy away or be afraid in using the language.

These leaders will also serve as Role Models to the
students and share their inspirations and how the language
has helped to shape their values, system and character.

More than 700 students from about 50 Schools from
Primary 5 & 6, Sec 1 & 2 are expected to participate in
this interactive forum and benefit from it. The students’
involvement and presence will serve as a springboard for
them to speak the language and use it in their everyday
life. We also expect more than 100 Teachers and Parents
to be in attendance.

Teachers and students who wish to attend this forum are
invited to contact our secretariat at Tel. No. 63366316 or
email us at, tamilsrep@yahoo.com.sg for more details.

FIRST ANNIVERSARY

TRC remembers the late N.S.Kumar
on the first anniversary of his
demise. A prayer was held for him
by TRC and his family.

He was a good man who passed
away whilst serving the Council.
We will remember him always
through our service.
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Welcoming New Affiliates

TRC welcomes its newest
Affiliates, Ivann Productions
and Periyar Community Service,
Singapore to the family. Together
we can do much more!




TOGETHER WITH

TRC will be coordinating the Tamils in Nation Building
together with Tamil Murasu’s 75th Anniversary
Celebrations, which will be held on Saturday, 4th
September 2010 at the NUS Cultural Centre.

Other Committee Members include Mr P Thirunalkarasu,
PBM, Mr S Samikkanu, Ms M Nirmala, Mr P. Kalimuthu, Mr
Azhagiya Pandiyan, Mr Rajendran and Mr Renganathan.
Committee members from TRC supporting the event are:-

The celebration will mark the seven and a half decades ® MrV Pandiyan,

of contribution by Tamils in Singapore together with the ® Ms G. Shoba,
75th Anniversary of Tamil Murasu. e Mr S. Tharmaraj,

The Organisng Committee, headed by Dr. R. Theyvendran, * Mr Kunaseakannan and
PBM, President of TRC, has as its Secretary, Mr S ¢ Ms. S Janagi.

Vivakanandan, the Deputy President of TRC and Mr The publishing of a commemmorative book
Narayana Mohan as the Treasurer. The Deputy Chairmen for the function is also being discussed. More
include Mr Ponnambalam, Dr T Chandroo, Mr Abdul details will be uploaded on the TRC website,

Jaleel, PBM and Mr Dinakaran. www.trc.org.sg once they are finalised.

TRC YOUTH WING

TRC’s Youth Wing, led by V. Prasad has initiated many  will be actively forging more successful relationships with
projects for the coming year. other youth wings this year.

Buoyed by the success of Futsal Fiesta 2010, Prasad and
his team will also be organising the largest Tamil Literary
& Arts competition, Tamil Language Festival National
Schools Challenge, in March and April this year, with
more than 700 student participants.

To contact the TRC youth wing, email us at tamilsrep@
yahoo.com.sg

TRC YOUTH COMMITTEE

Chairman :V Prasad

They would also be facilitating in TRC’s Tamil Language Vice Chairman : V Letchemanen

Forum and organizing a JC Youth Forum and two Secretary + S Ashok Kumar
motivational workshops later this year for Primary and Treasurer : E Kandeepan
Secondary School students respectively. Members :Vicky AKV

The TRC Youth Wing has established an excellent Muhammed Ibraheem
working relationship with Bishan IAEC’s Youth Wing and N Sivaguru

Namm Sathanalyalargal
(Our Achievers)

TRC compliments the publishers and authors
of Namm Sathanaiyalargal (Our Achievers)
for an inspirational creation that will motivate
youth to achieve excellence.

BO
&i’l'g)@%mkuﬂ G
Our Achievers
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TRC is pleased to also announce that its
President Dr. R. Theyvendran was one of the
six achievers to be featured in the book, which
also includes the President of Singapore,
Mr S.R.Nathan.
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