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THAMIZHAR THIRUNAAL 2007

Thamizhar Thirunaal 2007, in celebration of Hari Raya,
Deepavali and Christmas, was held on 17th November at
Ceylon Sports Club. Hosted by TRC and its 30 affiliate
organizations, the event brought together more than 1500
people for a night of festivity.

An Expression of Energy and Passion

Adding further splendor to the event, Guest of Honour for
the evening was Mr. Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Minister
for Education and Second Minister for Finance.
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Honouring Our Minister

Mr. Tharman remarked “ it is heartening to see financial
and logistical support coming from TRC for these Tamil
TRC has also

organized several mass participation activities, such as Tamil

language activities among our young.

language  competitions
for students.” He added
further “ Tonight's event
is a joint effort by TRC
and its 30 affiliate

organizations and is a

€€ A clear expression of
the energy and passion
that goes into the Indian

community activities. »

clear expression of the energy and passion that goes into the
Indian community activities. I hear that more professionals
and committed individuals have been brought to join the
TRC. All this certainly bodes well for the future of the Tamil

community.”
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“In the words of
Thiruvalluvar, the
great poet, “There

is no better gain or
virtue to seek, now or
in the life ahead, than
An excellent performance by local dancers  service to society”. The
Education Minister called on individuals and organizations
to do their part for the Tamil language. “ Come forward,
your skills, your ideas and your strengths will definitely be
used”, said Mr. Tharman.

He also announced that to ensure that students are skilled
at reading Tamil, the Education Ministry has launched
a work plan in 48 primary schools. This plan will also be
implemented in the other 100 odd schools that also teach
Tamil. The Ministry will invest $30,000 in Tamil books for
this plan.

$35,000 for Kandasamy Education Trust Fund

Thamizhar Thirunaal was also a charity event, raising $35,000
for the Kandasamy Education Fund, which gives out about

~ e = $20,000 in bursaries
and excellence awards
 cach year. Supporters
and donors came from
various organizations
and commercial
enterprises. A surprise
donor, Ajmeer Stores came forward at the last minute to
donate snacks and sweetmeats for the guests. Various other
sponsors came forward to contribute to making the event a

Awaiting the arrival of GOH

success.

A Hearty Dinner And A Light-Hearted Programme

A hearty dinner was served and a light hearted programme
which included guest stars from India, Vijay TV comedy
artistes as well as singers from the Asoka Club Band and
local stars such as the Manimaran Dance group and popular
singer, Murali Krishnan entertained the group. Hosts for
the evening were Ms. Thiruselvi for Mediacorp, Oli and Mr.
Sethu from Vijay TV, India.
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Visions and Aspirations of TRC

“The visions and aspiration of the Tamils Representative
Council is synonymous with the dynamism of Tamil
Heritage enriched in particular by music, dance and
drama and language of the Tamil people. The Singapore
government encourages ethnic minorities to preserve
their culture. We, Tamils must use this opportunity and
encouragement to further grow our culture. This function
was clear evidence that the Tamil culture is flourishing in
Singapore “said Dr.R.Theyvendran, TRC’s President in a

media interview.

&l

|
A record crowd of more 1500 people

A young
spokeswoman
Appreciation Jor TRC

TRC thanks all its affiliates, members, supporting
organizations and donors in making the event a
resounding success.

Progress with Tamil

Forum

Tamils Representative Council (TRC) recognizes the
important role that community and media organizations play
in promoting the use of language in society, and in creating
interesting opportunities to use Tamil Language (TL) within
and beyond schools. The Tamil Language Learning and
Promotion Committee (TLLC) had in 2006 recommended
that MOE and schools should continue to collaborate with
community and media organizations to create environments
conducive for the use of TL.

The forum ‘Progress with Tamil is spearheaded by the Tamils
Representative Council together with New Town Primary

School.

The forum aims to emphasize the importance of spoken
Tamil and explore ways to encourage and increase the usage
of the language. The forum will also serve as a stage for our
Community leaders to encourage the use of the language as
a fun and modern language and that our students or youths
should not shy away or be afraid in using the language.

These leaders will also serve as Role Models to the students
and share their inspirations and how the language has helped
to shape their values, system and character.

The forum held in April 2007 was a great success, thanks to
the support of the Schools and more than 600 students who
participated. Tentatively to be held on 29.3.2008, the 2nd
Forum will be conducted by different speakers who come
from different sectors in the Society.

Invitations will be extended to all Secondary and Primary 6
students soon and we look forward to the continued support
of Schools, Parents and Students. For more details please call
us at Tel No. 6336 6316 or email us at tamilsrep@yahoo.com.sg
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LEGAL CLINIC
IN TAMIL

(Your First-Stop For

Free Legal Advice)

Good news for members of the Tamils Representative
Council, its Affiliate Organization members and members
of the TRC Multipurpose Cooperative Society.

TRC will be commencing its free legal clinic which will
provide free basic legal advice and information. Qualified
Lawyers will be available for consultation on a one-to-one
basis. TRC is starting this clinic to assist members who
need advice on personal matters and or business matters
pertaining to the laws of Singapore. All sessions are limited
to 15 minutes per person and will be kept confidential.

All advice and information given at these sessions shall be as
a matter of guidance and comfort only and is not intended
to replace, substitute or supplement legal advice and any
legal action that may be needed in each case. The volunteer
lawyers are bound by law not to act any further for those
attending these free legal clinics.

Members, who wish to seek help, must first register before
they can attend the Legal Clinic. To register, please visit
our office or send an email to make an appointment. The
legal clinic will be held on every 2nd Monday of the month
from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm. Attendance is strictly by prior
registration only. Walk-In cases
will not be entertained. Closing
date for registration is the last
Friday of each month.

Members who are attending
must bring their Identity Cards

Our Contact:
Tamils Representative Council

1 Sophia Road, #03-08
Peace Centre, Singapore
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or claim for the advice given at the legal clinic.

Members must be present 15 minutes before the allocated
time. If a member misses an appointment, he must re-register
foranother session. The legal clinic will be conducted in Tamil
and English only. Each session is limited to 15 minutes only.
The legal clinic provides preliminary basic legal advice and
information. Where necessary, TRC Management Members
on duty will assist in referring you to where you can get

further help.
Y/
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Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the
candle will not be shortened. Happiness never decreases by being shared. y,

Buddha



DR.BALA]JI'S RESPONSE

To Three Issues Raised During The Dialogue Session

Minister Dr. Balaji conveys the following response to
the community questions raised during TRC’s dialogue
session.

1. Availability of Tamil Language in government-

funded schools.
2. The role of Tamil Centres.
3. The computation of T-Score in PSLE.

ACCESSIBILITY OF TL INSTRUCTION

Currently, MOE provides Tamil Language (TL) instruction
in all primary schools. In addition, 81 secondary schools
conduct TL lessons within curriculum time, catering to
about 89% (8,166) of all TL students. The remaining 11
% (988) of TL students have TL lessons in the afternoons
at the Umar Pulavar Tamil Language Centre (UPTLC)
and at 11 other school-based centres.

As announced by Education Minister Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam in March 2007, eight more secondary
schools will offer TL lessons within curriculum time from
January 2008. This will bring the total number of such
secondary schools from 81 to 89, which are well distributed
across the island and cater to different academic profiles.
It will enable over 90% of all TL students to attend TL
lessons in their own schools. The remaining schools have
very few TL students, with the majority having fewer than
5 students per level.

While MOE endeavours to provide TL instruction in as
many secondary schools as possible, when the number of
students in each school is too small, their learning would

MDIS - TRC SCHOLARSHIP
AWARDS

In line with its objective of promoting the educational upliftment
of the Tamil speaking Community, TRC has linked up with the :
Management Development Institute (MDIS) of Singapore to :

offer scholarship awards on an annual basis.

these Awards.

Nomination forms are now available at the TRC office. :
Candidates, who are interested in knowing of the courses :
available, may visit the MDIS website at ‘www.mdis.edu.sg’ for :

information.

Applicants are advised to submit their applications by 20
February 2008. For further details, please contact Mr Pandiyan :
at 63366316 or 91848123. :

not be as rich, due to
the lack of a critical
mass of TL students to
interact with.

Since last year, primary *
TL students are given
a  separate letter,
highlighting to them
the secondary schools
which offer TL lessons within curriculum time. This
year, MOE has also worked closely with primary
schools to provide advice to parents through the P6
Parent-Teacher conference and encourage them to
send their children to the secondary schools offering
TL within curriculum time, so that the children need
not travel to attend classes in the afternoons.

COMPUTATION OF T-SCORE IN PSLE

The examination formats for all Mother Tongue
Languages (MTLs) are common. The calculation
of the PSLE T-score for TL is done separately and
independently from the other MTLs. Each year, the
TL candidature size of some 2,000 students is large
enough for the computation to be statistically valid,
and is not affected by candidature sizes of Chinese
Language (CL) and Malay Language (ML). The
computation of T-score helps ensure that students are
fairly assessed, whether in CL, ML or TL.
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to 2 recipients for non-degree related courses. Members and the

Children, Members of TRC’s Affiliate Organisations qualify for :
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o .
You have to grow from the inside out. None can teach you, none can make
you spiritual. There is no other teacher but your own soul.”?

Swami Vivekananda



[[‘gl FREE LEGAL CLINIC REGISTRATION FORM

BeveusF FL L LG0T F 6T u&HeysH HIT6Ir
HIOPT GLyanet
Second Monday of the Month TS HHT GTenrLToug Hmisl Hipsnio 1L GG
7.30 pm to 9.30 pm wremsv 7.30 (pse0 ey 9.30 suswir
1. The Registration must be received by TRC by the 25th of each month.
2. No Walk-In Clients will be entertained.
3. 'This Legal Clinic is only open to Members of TRC, its Affiliates and TRC Multipurpose Cooperative Society Ltd.
4. Each Counselling Session is limited to 15 minutes only.
5. All advice and information given at these sessions shall be as a matter of guidance and comfort only and is not intended

to replace, substitute or supplement legal advice and any legal action that may be needed in each case.

The volunteer lawyers are bound by law not to act any further for those attending these free legal clinics.

Clients are advised to be punctual. Late-comers may not be entertained and will have to make another booking.
Members who are attending must bring their Identity Cards and all relevant documents pertaining to their matter.

¥ X NA

There are no fees involved and all details will be kept confidential.

10. All members must sign an Indemnity Form stating that you will not seek any damages or claim for the advice given at the
legal clinic.

11. The Volunteer Lawyer will not distribute any Name Cards. Members are also advised not to ask for any Name Cards.

12.  You may visit the Law Society of Singapore (www.lawsociety.org.sg) and search for lawyers or look up the Yellow Pages.

Name: NRIC No.

Address:

Contact No. (HP) (Res)
Email:

Language Preferred: [ ] English [] Tamil

Membership: [ ] TRC [ ] TRC Coop [ ] Afhliate:

Nature of Legal Issue:

For Official Use Only:

REGISTRATION ACCEPTED / NOT ACCEPTED*

Remarks:

Time Allocation: 7.30 pm [ ] 7.50 pm [ ] 8.10 pm [ ]
8.30 pm [ ] 8.50 pm [ ] 9.10 pm [ ]
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