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TRC congratulates Ms K. Kanagalatha, editor of Tamil 
Murasu, for being awarded the Singapore Literary Prize 
for Tamil books. Her book entitled, Naan Kolai Seyum 
Penkal has been well received by the Tamil community 
in Singapore.

CONGRATULATIONS!

............wtedr>s>S pk>km> 5

TRC being the representative body of the Tamil speaking 
community conducts regular feedback and dialogue 
sessions with its fellow community organizations and 
members.

The first session for this year was held on 11.01.2009. 
More than 50 representatives from over 30 organisations 
turned up for the event. Mr Karmegam, (former Head of 
Tamil News, Media Corp) had been requested by TRC to 
facilitate the discussion.

After a 2 hour session, members and leaders of the 
various organisations, reiterated and re-endorsed their 
support to TRC and gave TRC the mandate to represent 
the Tamil Speaking Community on issues faced by the 
Tamils.

Apart from the above, the following issues were also 
discussed and TRC was requested to raise them with 
the relevant authorities where necessary:

Quality of programmes in Vasantham Central should 
be improved;
Coordination of Activities amongst the Community 
Organisations;

•

•

Dialogue Session with  
Community Leaders

.................continued on page 5

tMu> WpÍm> s∫kt>Tn> PrTFTt>ˇv aimp>pen tMu› 

Wpriv, sk aimp>∏kz> mq>Œm> s∫kt> tilv›k¸dn> 

av>vp>Wpeˇ klf>ˇiryedl>k¸k> wsy>ˇ v‰Kqˇ.

Ev>vex<Dn> Âtl> klf>ˇiryedl> 11.1.2009 an>Œ 

Elb>ik Vizyed>Î arb>Kl> fidwpq>qˇ. Sb>kp>ºRn> 

wvv>WvŒ tMu> aimp>∏kz> on>Œ ØD åp>pD 

oq>Œimyek, o‰ idYn> ˚u> Eyb>kÂDÁm> ån 

AreÁm> Wfek>kt>Tl> Wpriv Ek>klf>ˇiryedÒk> 

Åq>peÎ wsy>T‰f>tˇ.

30 aimp>∏kizs> se›f>t 50k>m> Wmq>pd>d …Œp>Pn›kz> 

ETl> klf>ˇk>wkex<Î Sqp>Pt>tn›. wteilk>ked>S 

tMu> wsy>Tp> PRVn> Ân>nel> tilv›, T‰ ke›Wmkm> 

klf>ˇiryedÒk> tilim Åq>Œ Ød>dt>it vU 

fdt>Tne›.

Erx<Î mX Wfr Ød>dt>Tq> Pq, tMu› Wprivten> 

Sb>kp>ºRn> tMu> WpÍm> s∫kt>Tn‰k> tilim vKt>ˇ, 

atn> Prs>inkiz Arey>f>ˇ, mq>q aimp>∏k¸dn> 

klf>ˇ WpS, Prs>ink¸k> †›◊ kexWvx<Îm> ån 

o‰ mntek ÂDwvÎk>kp>pd>dˇ. Sb>kp>º› tMu›kizÁm>, 

tMu> aimp>∏kizÁm> Wpriv wted›f>ˇ PrTFTk>k 

Wvx<Îm> ån◊m> ainv‰m> vLÁŒt>T Wkd>Îk> 

wkex<dn›. 

WmÒm> ˚u>kx<d †›menb>kizÁm> Ød>dm> Åq>Œk> 

wkex<dˇ:-

vsf>tm> wsx<drLn> Fku>s>SkZn> trm> 

Wmm>pÎt>tp>pdWvx<Îm>.

aimp>∏kz> Åq>peÎm> wsy>Ám> Fku>s>Skz> Âiqyek 

o‰b>Kixk>kp>pd Wvx<Îm>.

tMu> aimp>∏kZn> vz›s>Sk> aÎt>t 

tilÂiqYnir tyerek>m> vikYl> tilv›kiz 

aidyezm> kx<Î av›k¸k> tilimt>ˇv 

pYq>Skz> aZk>k Wvx<Îm>.

Eizy›kiz s∫kp> pXYl> £ÎpÎt>ˇvtq> 

av›kiz £›k>m> vx<xm> fdvDk>ikkz> åÎk>kp>pd 

Wvx<Îm>.

•

•

•

•

“o‰ idYn> ˚u> EixWvem>” 

klf>ˇiryedl> 

Community leaders at the Dialogue Session Dr. Balaji facilitating the discussion
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Sq>Pkz> mn>qm> tMUl> veSp>∏ puk>kt>it æk>Vk>k 

WtSy ¿lk veRyt>Tn> AtrWveÎ geYq>Œk>Kuim 

Akc<d> 31Am> WtT an>Œ Sq>Pkz> vesk› vd>dt>it 

aTkerº›vmek wtedb>Kyˇ. tMu› WprivYn> 

tilv›, Dr. R. WtWvf>Trn>, PBM av›kz> atin 

wtedb>K ivt>te›. avWreÎ Fku>s>SYl> pl s∫k 

tilv›k¸m> klf>ˇk>wkex<dn›.

kilkz> vU Ef>Ty Eizy›kiz fl>vU pÎt>ˇtl>, 

av›kiz s∫kWsivYl> £ÎpÎt>ˇtl>, prf>t  

…lik ∏Rf>ˇwkex<Î Ân>WnŒtl> - EivWy 

tMu› WprivYn> ˇix aimp>pen Sq>Pkz> 

mn>qt>Tn> Wfek>kb>kz>. atn> pD, o‰ ŒKy 

vd>dt>Tl> E‰f>ˇ wvZWy vr …t◊m> veSp>∏ 

puk>kt>it imymekk>wkex<d vesk› vd>dt>its> 

Sq>Pkz> mn>qm> wtedb>k Ân> vf>tˇ.

“mnflm> n>Qy ∫t>tv›kizk>wkex<d Sunlove 
Home El>lt>Tl> Ef>t wtedk>kVueiv Åq>peÎ 

wsy>ttel>, aˇ a›t>tÂz>z Fku>s>Syenˇ. 

wvZWy wsl>l Eylet Eb>z>z El>lveSkiz 

Adl>, pedl>, fedkm> vU mKu>Vt>tˇ  

mnFiqiv aZk>Kqˇ” ån>Œ Sq>Pkz> mn>q 

tilv› T‰ xWskrn>, PB ØQne›. 

Fku>s>SYl> Ât>tey>p>pek …z>Ç› å¯t>tez› Ws. 

Wv. sx<Âkm> å¯Ty mx<˛k>z> ivrm> ån>q 

SŒkitiy fedkvDvmek Sq>Pkz> mn>qt>Tn› 

pidt>tn›. fedkt>Tn> EidWy Edm>wpq>q Adl>, 

pedl> ab>kb>kiz ¿q>Œk>m> Wmq>pd>d Sunlove 
Home El>lveSkz> kx<Î kZt>tn›.

“Ef>t Fku>s>S mnflm> n>Qyv›k¸k>m> fmˇ 

…z>Ç› å¯t>tez›kZn> pidp>∏kz> Wpey> Wsr 

fl>lwte‰ Âyq>S. SŒkitiy fedkvDvmek 

pidt>ttel>, av›kzel> ait pe›k>kÂDÁm>, 

Wkd>kÂDÁm>, …x›s>Sp>º›vmek …xrÂDÁm>. 

Aikyel> kitiy fn>qek ∏Rf>ˇk>wkez>z  

…t◊Kqˇ’ ån>Œ WtSy ¿lk veRyt>Tn> aTkeR 

K.S. mXym> wtRVt>te›. 

“SŒkitiy fedkmek fDt>tWpeˇ, Îm>pt>Tl> 

…z>z kxvn>, minV, Pz>izkz> EidWy …z>z 

…qVinp> pq>Q Aumek Sf>Tk>k Wten>Qyˇ. 

minVk>m> mk¸k>m> EidWy med>Dk>wkex<Î 

tVk>m> tf>itYn> Filiy En>Bm> fn>qek 

∏Rf>ˇk>wkez>z ÂDf>tˇ” ån>Œ fedkt>Tl>  

minVyek fDt>t tMu>k>Wkeit tnˇ k‰t>it 

pK›f>ˇk> wkex<de›.

Sq>Pkz> mn>qm> Sunlove Home æUy›kizÁm> 

mqk>kVl>il. av›k¸k> WtSy ¿lk veRyt>Tn> 

…tVWyeÎ mx<˛k>z> ivrm> SŒkitiy 

aQÂkp>pÎt>T, av›kWzeÎ Eixf>ˇ aˇ pq>Q 

klf>ˇiryeDn›. “atnel> wvZfed>DL‰f>ˇ 

vf>T‰k>m> av›kZl> wp‰m>peWle› Sb>kp>º› 

veu>k>ikiyp> pq>Q WmÒm> wtRf>ˇk>wkez>z 

ÂDf>tˇ” ån>Œ Sunlove Home …tV F›veK T‰ 

wsl>vn> Qp>Pd>de›.

Sq>Pkz> vesk› vd>dt>Tn> 

aTkerº›v wtedk>k Vue

Sirpigal first worked with National Library who 
initiated a reading programme on 31 May 2008.  This 
programme was  done under NLB’s Read Singapore 
initiative. About 20 people took part in the discussion 
which was held in Tampines McDonalds.  There was a 
good mixture of both young and old people who took 
part in the discussion.
 
Sirpigal subsequently launched its Reading Club on 
31 August 2008 at Sunlove Home.  The objective of 
the Reading Club is to increase readership of books 
amongst Tamils.  On the launch of the Reading Club, 
a dramatisation of the story “Mannukul Vairam” took 
place. The story was written by the  late author Mr 
Shanmugam. The dramatisation was very hilarious 
and entertaining depicting a story about a conservative 
Tamil family whose daughter loved a man from a 
different caste and who was also not able to speak 
good Tamil.  The story showed how the parents 
accepted the marriage proposal for their daughter.  
Great cast by Thamizkkothai, John, Sudha and Mohan.  
This was followed by an entertaining programme for 
guests and also residents of Sunlove Home.  About 
50 guests attended the event. Both the guests and 
residents enjoyed the dramatisation and the show.  A 
book discussion was also held after the entertainment 
programme. 
  
Sirpigal is grateful to Mr Maniam from National Library 
in facilitating the Reading programme and Launch 
of the Reading Club.  Sirpigal is also thankful to Dr 
Theyvendran, President, Tamils Representative Council 
for launching the Reading Club, Mr Rajamohan from 
Sunlove, all guests and all artistes who supported the 
event.

LAUNCH OF SIRPIGAL’S
READING CLUB

Dr. Theyvendran launching the Reading Club

Members of Sirpigal
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TRC has been giving out bursaries to students from 
low-in-come families since 2000. For the year 2009, 
120 students received about $25,000. This was double 
the amount given out last year.

The objective of the Bursary Awards is to reach out to 
the under-privileged students and give them financial 
assistance to motivate them to study hard and excel.

Taking into consideration the current financial crisis, 
TRC has increased the income from $1,500 to $2,000.  

This allows for middle income families to benefit too.

Apart from this Bursary Awards TRC is also looking 
into providing other form of assistance to Indian 
families who are in need.

More than 400 were present to witness the presentation 
at MDIS Unicampus on 3.1.2009.

Awards were presented by the union leader of the 
Indian Organisation affiliated to TRC.

TRC Bursary Awards 2009

Little India Shopkeepers and Heritage Association 
(LISHA) has been organising this week long celebration 
at Little India for the past few years. This year’s 
celebration was held from 10th - 18th January 2009.

TRC which has been a pioneer supporter for this 
celebration put up a special cultural programme on 
14.01.2009 (Ponggal Day itself). Despite it being a 
weekday, the organisers were overwhelmed by more 
than 4,000 people who turned up and stayed until the 
end.

The whole of Campbell Lane was blocked by the mass 
gathering of Indians (Local and Foreign). Chairman of 
LISHA, Mr Raj Kumar was surprised by the turnout 
and commented that this was the first time he had 
seen such a crowd on a weekday.

The 4,000 odd people were entertained by artistes 
from Sirpigal which featured a lively and entertaining 3 
hour programme.

Happy Ponggal to one and all!

Ponggal Vizha 2009

Recipients of the Bursary with TRC officials

President and Vice President, TRC with award recipients Young recipients with TRC President

Dance performance by Sirpigal A record crowd of more than 4000 Members of Sirpigal who performed
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Sri Guru Ragavendra Society (SGRSS), an affiliate of 
TRC, held its first fund raising dinner on October 12 
at Singapore Futsing Association. SGRSS, formed 
in 2004, spreads the message of the Saint Guru 
Ragavendra. It hold Bhajans every Thursdays at 
7.30pm at the vacant space next to Perumal Temple.  
About 70-100 devotees attend this Bhajans every 
Thursdays. Besides the Bhajans, SGRSS also does 
yearly trips to Mantralayam the place where the Guru 
reach eternity. Aradhanai is another event which is 
celebrated  by the Society. Aradhanai is celebrated 
over a 3-day period and it normally takes place in 
August.  Prayers, Bhajans, carrying of Milk Pots and 
cultural programmes are held during the Aradhanai 
period.

Sirpigal - Sculptors of Arts did the programme 
management for their fund raising event.  They 
lined up an entertaining programme with excellent 

performances by dancers, singers and “Sivaji”. A 
delicious spread of buffet both vegetarian and non-
vegetarian  appeased  the hungry crowd of 500. 
SGRSS also brought  40 residents from Bukit Batok 
Home for the Aged to  join in the event. 

Mr Rajkumar, President, SGRSS, in his speech said 
the SGRSS has attracted not only Indians but also a 
number of Chinese devotees.  He said that SGRSS is 
growing steadily and hopes to have its own permanent 
premises to conduct their prayers and bhajans. 

SGRSS is grateful to all those who attended and 
donated to the success of the event.  SGRSS is  to 
thankful to Tamil’s Representative Council, Hindu 
Endowment Board, TRC Multi-Purpose Co-operative, 
Potong Pasir Temple, Sengkang Temple, Jothi Stores, 
Komala Vilas, Abirami Jewellers and Hindu Centre.

Sri Guru Ragavendra Society (SGRSS), Fund Raising Dinner

kdf>t 8 Ax<Îkzek, iqf>t v‰menm> wkex<d 

Îm>pb>kZn> mexv›k¸k> tMu› Wpriv kl>V 

…pker FT vub>K vf>ˇz>zˇ.

Ev>vex<Î 150 mexv›k¸k>, $25,000k> Wml> FT 

vub>kp>pd>dˇ. Eˇ wsn>q Ax<Dl> vub>kp>pd>d 

FTiyVd Erx<Î mdb>kem>. Ep>wpe¯ˇ FlV v‰m> 

wpe‰zeter mf>t Filiy k‰t>Tl> wkex<Î WmÒm> 

aTkmen mexv›k¸k> FT vub>kp>pd>Îz>zˇ.

åf>t o‰ mexvBm> Sb>kp>ºRl> kl>V kq>ptq> 

tmk> FT vsT El>il ån>q kerxt>Tnel> 

peTk>kp>pdk>Ødeˇ ån>pˇ fmˇ arseb>kt>Tn> 

wkez>ik. Etin mnTl> wkex<Wd tMu› Wpriv, 

Sx<de, Sb>kp>º› Ef>Ty kl>V aqk>kd>diz veRym> 

Wpen>q aimp>∏kz> Ax<ÎWteŒm>  mexv›k¸k> 

FT …tV aZt>ˇ v‰Kn>qn. Ev>vimp>∏kiz 

tV›t>ˇ WprivYn> Eix …Œp>Pn›kzen, 

wsm>pveb> tMu› sb>km>, Sb>kp>º› kidyfl>ø› 

Âc<Lm> ¬k>, ‰t>rkeZym>mn> WkeYl> Wpen>q 

aimp>∏k¸m> FT …tV aZt>ˇ v‰Kn>qn.

mexv›k¸k> FT …tV aZp>pWteÎ El>leml>, 

mq>q vikkZÒm> peTk>kp>pd>d Îm>pb>k¸k> 

…tV aZk>k Wpriv Td>dMd>Îz>zˇ.

WprivYn> FT vub>m> Fku>s>S 3.1.2009 an>Œ MDIS 

vzekt>Tl> fidwpq>qˇ. V‰ˇkiz WprivYn> 

Eix aimp>∏kZn> tilv›kz> vub>Kn›.

kl>V …pker FT 2009

Speech by the President Committee having dinner Residents from Bukit Batok Home

Guest performers on stage A dance drama Audience performance
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.................continued from page 1   

Create awareness on the opportunities available, as 
our Community is not coming forward to seek help;
Lack of quality leadership;
Explore ways to attract and assimilate the Youths;
Endorsement of TRC as the leading body and 
representative of the Tamil Organisations;
TRC’s website is available for Organisations to 
publicise their activities and it will also put up a 
calendar of Community Activities;
TRC will facilitate in coordinating issues raised by 
the various organizations and address it with the 
relevant authorities;

TRC will call for a Secretarial meeting with all 
Organisations on a regular basis to engage the 
organisations and better manage the activities.
At the end of the session, President of TRC,  
Dr R Theyvendran assured that all the issues raised will 
be further discussed and addressed as necessary.

The continued support and cooperation of all present 
was proof that TRC is on the right path and well placed 
to represent the Singapore Tamils.

General Secretary of TRC, Mr Pandiyan requested 
all organisations to forward details of their activities 
to TRC. This will allow for a co-ordinated calendar of 
activities to be put up on TRC’s website.

•

•
•
•

•

•

wpeb>kl> T‰Vue 2009

Ød>dt>Tn> EŒTYl> WprivYn> tilv› dek>d› 

WtWvf>Trn> ainv‰k>m> fn>Q ØQ Ød>dt>Tl> 

VveTk>kp>pd>d Prs>ink¸k>m> åÎk>kp>pd>d 

ÂD◊kz>, †›menb>k¸k>, Etr aimp>∏k¸dn> 

klf>ˇ WpS †›◊ kexp>pÎm> ån …ŒTyZt>te›.

aimp>∏kZn> Fku>s>Skiz o‰b>Kixt>ˇ 

WprivYn> vilpk>kt>Tl> o‰ ad>dvixk> 

Åq>peÎ wsy>yÂDÁm> ånp> WprivYn> wsylez› T‰ 

pex<Dyn> ØQne›. atq> aimp>∏kz> av›kZn> 

Fku>s>Skz> pq>Qy tkvl>kiz av>vp>Wpeˇ 

aBp>Pivk>m> pDÁm> Wkd>Îk> wkex<de›.

Ød>dt>Tn> EŒTYl> ainv‰m> mTy …xVl> 

klf>ˇk>wkex<dn›. 

President walking Dr. Balaji and other officials

Dr. Balaji sharing his thoughts

Grassroot leaders at the discussion

An interesting dialogue session indeed

Ld>Dl> Ef>Tye kidk>ker›kz> mq>Œm> mr∏idim 

sb>km> kdf>t Sl Ax<Îkzek wpeb>kl> Vueiv 

Sqp>pek wkex<deD vf>ˇz>zˇ. Ef>t Ax<Î 

Ek>wkex<ded>dm> 10.1.2009 Âtl> 18.1.2009 vir 

fidwpq>qˇ.

Etn> wtedk>k VueVl>, wvZÁq◊ aims>Ík>ken 

∫t>t ˇix aims>s› dek>d› peleJ steSvn> 

klf>ˇwkex<Î Sqp>Pt>te›.

wkex<ded>dt>Tn> Sqp>∏ ab>kmek ov>wve‰ fe¸m> 

kil Fku>s>Skz> Edm> wpq>qn.

ov>wve‰ Ax<Îm> T‰VueVq> Atr◊ aZt>ˇ 

vf>ˇz>z tMu› Wpriv, Ev>vex<Î 14.1.2009 

wpeb>kl> T‰fezn>Œ, Sqp>pen kil Fku>s>S on>iq 

pidt>ˇz>zˇ. WprivYn> Eix aimp>pen 

Sq>PkZn> kilg›kizk> wkex<Î fdf>WtQy kil 

Vue Sqp>pek aimf>tˇ ån wsen>nel> Mikyekeˇ. 

kx<ix kv‰m> fdnb>kz>, pe›ivyez›kiz 

Adivt>t pedl>kz> En>Œm> FinVl> Fq>Kn>qn.

wpeb>kl> T‰fezn>Œ, aˇ◊m> ver feZl> pl>leYrm> 

kxk>ken mk>kz> Trx<Î Wkm>p>wpl> seilWy Edm> 

wkez>zeml> mk>kz> wvz>zm> kir∏rx<dˇ.

an>Œ Ld>Dl> Ef>TyeVl> ØDY‰f>tv›k¸k>  

…x<imYWlWy wpeb>kl> T‰fez> FinVl> ƒb>ke 

fezek aimf>ˇVd>dˇ.

............1m> pk>km> wtedr>s>S 
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V. Thirunavukarusu, PBM

We grief the passing of  
V. Thirunavukarasu on 5th November 

2008, who contributed much to the Tamil 
Language Movement in Singapore and the 
growth of Tamil. He was also, the former 
editor of Tamil Murasu and a good man.

Our deepest condolences is extended to his 
family and loved ones.

FAREWELL TO A COUNCIL 
MEMBER

SIMPLIFIED KUNDALINI YOGA SOCIETY 
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Activities for 2009

04.04.2009	 National Tamil Story-Telling 

	 Competition for Primary Schools

11.04.2009	 National Tamil Public-Speaking 		
	 Competition for Secondary Students

18.04.2009	 Forum – Progress with Tamil

25.04.2009	 Tamil Festival Celebrations

24.05.2009	 Annual General Meeting

26.07.2009	 Dialogue session with Indian Youths

29.08.2009	 National Day Celebration & TRC 		
	 Excellence Awards

29.11.2009	 Deepavali tea with Indian community 		
	 Organization

27.12.2009	 TRC Bursary Awards

N.S. Kumar

The President & 
Members of the Tamils 
Representative Council 
sadly announces the 
sudden demise of 
our Council Member 
Namasivayam Sampath 
Kumar on 16 February 2009. 

N. S. Kumar by which he is fondly known, has been 
an active councilor and ardent community leader 
who, being an educationalist, spearheaded various 
educational initiatives and community bonding 
programmes on behalf of TRC. 

In his eulogy, TRC President, Dr. R Theyvendran 
praised Kumar for his dedication to the cause of 
the Tamil community and for his concern for the 
welfare of Indian students. He further went on 
to add that he was touched, just like everyone 
present, by Kumar’s ever ready smile , his great 
humility and absolute sincerity. In his professional 
capacity, he remembered Kumar for his deep and 
far sighted thinking and for his immense knowledge 
and expertise.  

The Tamils Representative Council conveys its 
heartfelt condolences to the family of N.S. Kumar. 

We have lost a good man.

WE GRIEF
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