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TAMILS REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL
[ESTB 1951]

M.I.C.A (P) NO. 222/07/2008

Dialogue Session with
Community Leaders

Community leaders at the Dialogue Session

TRC being the representative body of the Tamil speaking
community conducts regular feedback and dialogue
sessions with its fellow community organizations and
members.

The first session for this year was held on 11.01.20009.
More than 50 representatives from over 30 organisations
turned up for the event. Mr Karmegam, (former Head of
Tamil News, Media Corp) had been requested by TRC to
facilitate the discussion.

After a 2 hour session, members and leaders of the
various organisations, reiterated and re-endorsed their
support to TRC and gave TRC the mandate to represent
the Tamil Speaking Community on issues faced by the
Tamils.

Apart from the above, the following issues were also
discussed and TRC was requested to raise them with
the relevant authorities where necessary:

e Quality of programmes in Vasantham Central should
be improved;

e Coordination of Activities amongst the Community
Organisations;

................. continued on page 5

CONGRATULATIONS!

TRC congratulates Ms K. Kanagalatha, editor of Tamil
Murasu, for being awarded the Singapore Literary Prize

for Tamil books. Her book entitled, Naan Kolai Seyum
Penkal has been well received by the Tamil community
in Singapore.
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Dr. Balaji facilitating the discussion

0 CuaHb FepasFHan LITHHSSHEI Dewwlumes ST
CGupeneu, & IMIOLILS6T OHMID FPHSH &H6NEV6U] H@HL 65T
IUAIBUTHI HE0BHITWTL 0BEHHEG CFulFH BB
BT  (IPH60  SeVHGHIMFWTL60 11.1.2009 ety
Bevmienad alleneaTwiml B TEIS0 HenLOUDHDSI. FmisliLyfesr
OauaiBaum HOP DWWUYEBET @SN Fnlg  6ILILILG
@bhpiewwLWTE, @M GoLWaT &p GUBISIPIQUD  6Tes
T CHTEsHH0  CuIemel  B)HHHSHIMTUITL VIS G
gour® CFLBBHSSI-

30 QLS 6TF FTjhs 506G GuoulL o mililerjser
BP0  HUhHBOBTEEH FoUGHar). OBTeneodsTL &
s CFuFHl Nflelar (erarmed Heneveuy, Hm HTFELSLD
BUHHIMTWTLIEEGH SOOI  ghml  FalLiems e
BLSSe].

Hram® wenll Chy s L5DG LInG, s0pJ CuyemeusTen
Fristiyfler S0P CuasD FepssH I (HHE HNe0mID audlhEI,
g6 LpFenansenet LITUlhHSI, OHDH  DIGDLOLILIEEHL 6IT
s0bs Bud, UyFemeans@nsd Hie STewGeauasi(HDd 6res
R ATHTH (PYLeuhHGaULLL . FRslL] SLIPFTHE6TULD,
a0 emwlysenetud Gurene GBTLIHE LIFsBldes

Couai(hb eTaald emeTalHd  auelumisHd  Cal(Hd

QBT GUITL 61T

Goeid SPpsaiL  STOTRTERIGMETUD ol LD  gomidb

OFTeRTL &Hi:-

°  UFHBHLD O & 6vor Ly 651 631 Bl & el 6 SO
Gwu®h)$s L GeusmT(HID.

°  SmwlYS6T gHuThHb CFUun BepFHseT (penmwns
RbEIFmanidaULL Gouatt(HIb.

LI: Y11 3| LoL1 LY & 61l 63T alenj& b & OEY:
Sameo(penmUilesTeny SWITITEHEGLD aUeNBUTE0 6506 HEw6iT
DIDOLWTETD  HETHh  JUFHEHEEG HEMEOMLIDSH HI6
uuihAsst sjefless Gouetm®LD.

°  QGeenwjsemenr Fepsll  uawiuled  FHUBHSHIMUBDS
DI HENGT Fjd(GHLD UGITENILD L 6ULGHNHHEIT 6T(H&BBLILIL.

GWGW@LD' ............ QsTLFFH UsHD 5
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LAUNCH OF SIRPIGAL’S
READING CLUB

IDETILY T COHTL &35 ailpT

FoLsen wepd SN auTAIY LUPEEHMS 261dHGHelsHd
G mrevs aumflus et aLaTCamMH ©hTulhmisalpenio
&6l 31 Cxd sam ApUiser aurss] el LHans
Fsrrujeucts  CarLmdwg. SOy  Guyeneiules
samevauj, Dr. R. Bx8eaubdye, PBM seujser oisemes
QFTLEIE ausSTH. AuGITH MapFduled L6 Feps
HMEVUTHGHLD  &H6V[HGH0\SH T GUITL 61T

BM0HET ol bW Genemujsenet Heoauly LI(hd IS 60,
Saujamen FepsBramaiuiled FHUBHHIHM, UTHS
2 ooand YfbhaOsmesi® (parCarmideo @emeauBuw
spF  Cuyeneuwliesr siewent  emwliuTer  FApLiser
wansHar CHTESEIGET. ST UG, @G (GHDESw
allLsFHeo Bmha OeuaflGu ey 2 Haud eurdy
LpESHMS MWIDTSSOSBTEIIL  UTFS] aULLSHMSHF
Fpse WemD COHTLBIS (IPGT UbHDHI.

‘wepeold G HHaufsmensOsTanL  Sunlove
Home @eawsdled Bbs OsTLssalprency  egmum(h
QFISHTO, AH AfSSUpeTer  FBapFAumeaig.
GauaflGw GFed60 BEWeoTdH EBIGETT  3)6060eUTH S 6T
SLL 60, umLed, BILSLD aulfd LAY ¥ ]
waHapenal  Sefedng” ey  Aollser  eIm
smooal] Fm GawiGsayet, PB gnmeny.

PlapsFduled (wHSTULLTE o 6iTan] el(pHSTeny GF.
Gou. FaI(PHID GTIOBHW OB GH6T DEUJLD 6T
Fpsensamwl  BTLSaIgaIDTES  FDUSET  6TNS 6
UMHLSSHN. BTLSSHIeT GewLBGw GLbOubym L 6o,
UTLGD SmismIBeeT HIDMIGGWL Guoul L  Sunlove
Home @evsvaundlse sau() safldsHery.

‘Gbs PlawpFd WWaIHEL GHHMWMTHEHEHGID [HLOG
o oieabj elpHHTeMjHeflelr usnLlOyserT Gumis Gy
BeoewsTMH (Ywhd. FpseaHeuwl [BTLSAIQGAIIDTS
UDLSSHST®, DUFHETTEO DN  LMFHS(PIGU|LD,
Calaupyud, o enjFFAlYjeunns 2 6wy IpLguLw.
ADBWTO  samHmw  baprs  YfbsisOsTeaten
2 sa|@dng eaam GxFu mTews amflusder e
K.S. weniwpd Gsflelssy.

‘Aosemsedw  BTL&WLTS  BIYSs0UTH, GHHIDUSH 60
2 GTen Hewiaue, weneaial, LNeTenerdel @enLBuw o aiTer
o maiewarll ump) Qonts  FhFHss  CHraTmlwg.
wearald@Gld &HEhHGHWD SewLBw 1T 19E6HTesT(H
HalBGHD  HHMSWIGT Bleneoenw! GSTE@ID HSIDTH
UfibgsibOareien  pYbSH~  aSIDl  BILSSHS60
wenealwuTs  bYSHsd SOPECHETMS HHH HHHMSD
LB jHaIS CEBTesILT].

Avser  wepd Sunlove Home eeanfluigsenemub
PEHale0eN60. AaUfHEHHEG CHAW mTevs eumfluiddes
2 5alGwnH wesamISGHeT e  FANsanSHenul
P WPaILGSS, SujeCarh Smenbs B LD
HOBBHOTWTIYRT. “‘Dipamed  Geuafbri 1960 Hb gl
BB HBGW dlaujsefleo QuepbuTGeony  Amislif
ampsmaenwl  unph  GCweid  CsfHsHISCST6TET
wybss” aam Sunlove Home o gal mljeurd o
QFevauet (G LT].
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Members of Sirpigal

Sirpigal first worked with National Library who
initiated a reading programme on 31 May 2008. This
programme was done under NLB’s Read Singapore
initiative. About 20 people took part in the discussion
which was held in Tampines McDonalds. There was a
good mixture of both young and old people who took
part in the discussion.

Sirpigal subsequently launched its Reading Club on
31 August 2008 at Sunlove Home. The objective of
the Reading Club is to increase readership of books
amongst Tamils. On the launch of the Reading Club,
a dramatisation of the story “Mannukul Vairam” took
place. The story was written by the late author Mr
Shanmugam. The dramatisation was very hilarious
and entertaining depicting a story about a conservative
Tamil family whose daughter loved a man from a
different caste and who was also not able to speak
good Tamil. The story showed how the parents
accepted the marriage proposal for their daughter.
Great cast by Thamizkkothai, John, Sudha and Mohan.
This was followed by an entertaining programme for
guests and also residents of Sunlove Home. About
50 guests attended the event. Both the guests and
residents enjoyed the dramatisation and the show. A
book discussion was also held after the entertainment
programme.

Sirpigal is grateful to Mr Maniam from National Library
in facilitating the Reading programme and Launch
of the Reading Club. Sirpigal is also thankful to Dr
Theyvendran, President, Tamils Representative Council
for launching the Reading Club, Mr Rajamohan from
Sunlove, all guests and all artistes who supported the
event.
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TRC has been giving out bursaries to students from
low-in-come families since 2000. For the year 2009,
120 students received about $25,000. This was double
the amount given out last year.

The objective of the Bursary Awards is to reach out to
the under-privileged students and give them financial
assistance to motivate them to study hard and excel.

Taking into consideration the current financial crisis,
TRC has increased the income from $1,500 to $2,000.

President and Vice President, TRC with award recipients

Recipients of the Bufsary with T

E
This allows for middle income families to benefit too.
Apart from this Bursary Awards TRC is also looking
into providing other form of assistance to Indian

families who are in need.

More than 400 were present to witness the presentation
at MDIS Unicampus on 3.1.2009.

Awards were presented by the union leader of the
Indian Organisation affiliated to TRC.

pt = O\

Young recipients with TRC Presideﬁt

Ponggal Vizha 2009

Little India Shopkeepers and Heritage Association
(LISHA) has been organising this week long celebration
at Little India for the past few years. This year’s
celebration was held from 10th - 18th January 2009.

TRC which has been a pioneer supporter for this
celebration put up a special cultural programme on
14.01.2009 (Ponggal Day itself). Despite it being a
weekday, the organisers were overwhelmed by more
than 4,000 people who turned up and stayed until the
end.
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Dance performance by Sirpigal
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A record crowd of more than 4000

@

The whole of Campbell Lane was blocked by the mass
gathering of Indians (Local and Foreign). Chairman of
LISHA, Mr Raj Kumar was surprised by the turnout
and commented that this was the first time he had
seen such a crowd on a weekday.

The 4,000 odd people were entertained by artistes
from Sirpigal which featured a lively and entertaining 3
hour programme.

Happy Ponggal to one and all!

2 ST [rr=-

et 5 8
[

gl Y

Members (;1" Sirpigal who performed
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Guest performers n stage

Sri Guru Ragavendra Society (SGRSS), an affiliate of
TRC, held its first fund raising dinner on October 12
at Singapore Futsing Association. SGRSS, formed
in 2004, spreads the message of the Saint Guru
Ragavendra. It hold Bhajans every Thursdays at
7.30pm at the vacant space next to Perumal Temple.
About 70-100 devotees attend this Bhajans every
Thursdays. Besides the Bhajans, SGRSS also does
yearly trips to Mantralayam the place where the Guru
reach eternity. Aradhanai is another event which is
celebrated by the Society. Aradhanai is celebrated
over a 3-day period and it normally takes place in
August. Prayers, Bhajans, carrying of Milk Pots and
cultural programmes are held during the Aradhanai
period.

Sirpigal - Sculptors of Arts did the programme
management for their fund raising event. They
lined up an entertaining programme with excellent

A dance drama

- ‘& L
Audience performance

performances by dancers, singers and “Sivaji”. A
delicious spread of buffet both vegetarian and non-
vegetarian appeased the hungry crowd of 500.
SGRSS also brought 40 residents from Bukit Batok
Home for the Aged to join in the event.

Mr Rajkumar, President, SGRSS, in his speech said
the SGRSS has attracted not only Indians but also a
number of Chinese devotees. He said that SGRSS is
growing steadily and hopes to have its own permanent
premises to conduct their prayers and bhajans.

SGRSS is grateful to all those who attended and
donated to the success of the event. SGRSS is to
thankful to Tamil’'s Representative Council, Hindu
Endowment Board, TRC Multi-Purpose Co-operative,
Potong Pasir Temple, Sengkang Temple, Jothi Stores,
Komala Vilas, Abirami Jewellers and Hindu Centre.

&sevadl @ usTy B)SH 2009

ELHS 8 YMI(HB6NTH, GMMbHS eUbHLT6ID GlsTeTL
GOwuRIEeieT TawafaEnhs@G SO Gurenel seval
2 LsTy Bg aupmidl albglereng.

Beueureni® 150 wrawaIfsEhd@, $25,0006@ Ged mH&)
AUPRISLIULLGE. @& OFQm 601960 GUPHISLILILL
BFlenwal @yesi(h LRBISTEGLW. SUOUTWOS Bleval auhLd
QUITBEMTHTY ObHSH Blenevenw &HHIev GaTeni® Goepib
SDIFBLOTET LDTRIUTHEHHE BF aUPBISLILL (HETETSH].

6hs @@ Tawaimid Frslyfled seval &HUSHS
B0E@G HFH uFd B0 GI@Im  BHT6NISH 660
UTHSEUULSFLTG 6T@TUSH  BIOF  TFTHISS P 6
QaTeTens. Geamar warded GaTanGL T Guyena,
e, FArsliyy GhHw seval DMHHLLena6T auTFluib
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Curaim SiELILE6T ,6(HiGHTMILD DT EwTEU] H@EHH S
pF 2 sal Jefdbs UBHHITHS.  B)6UeUEnLOLILIEHE T
salfjsa  Burewauulier Gewewt 2 milfenjserme,
QFbusmml  SWOIPF FRSD, FRISULT SEDLWHEOGT])
wevedlh 68k, (BoIeETefwibwer Gamulled  Bumreaim
MWLILEEHD Bl 2 sl lefbal almSlaTne.

T SEbsE& HF 2 FHal efiuBsr®h Geveorneo,
Hm  amEsailed UTHESIULL  (GOHWDUBISEHS G
2 gal oeféss Guyemen HLIOL (HeTerg).

Guyeneuuilesr B8 aupmiG LD BlapsFd 3.1.2009 Diesim) 1Oigend
UMTHHHe0 BaOLOUDMGH. alBmHiSemer Guyeneuuiest
Bewt DMWLILENT HEN60aUH6T UPHIE6].
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President walking Dr. Balaji and other officials

¢ Create awareness on the opportunities available, as
our Community is not coming forward to seek help;

e | ack of quality leadership;

e Explore ways to attract and assimilate the Youths;

e Endorsement of TRC as the leading body and
representative of the Tamil Organisations;

e TRC’s website is available for Organisations to
publicise their activities and it will also put up a
calendar of Community Activities;

e TRC will facilitate in coordinating issues raised by
the various organizations and address it with the
relevant authorities;

TRC will call for a Secretarial meeting with all
Organisations on a regular basis to engage the
organisations and better manage the activities.

At the end of the session, President of TRC,
Dr R Theyvendran assured that all the issues raised will
be further discussed and addressed as necessary.

The continued support and cooperation of all present
was proof that TRC is on the right path and well placed
to represent the Singapore Tamils.

General Secretary of TRC, Mr Pandiyan requested
all organisations to forward details of their activities
to TRC. This will allow for a co-ordinated calendar of
activities to be put up on TRC’s website.

Grassroot leaders at the discussion

LS GniHuled Guremeuuilest Hemeoeuj LTHLY
CaBaubalyet JMFTAUMHBGHWD B Fafl  FalLSHHle0
alaurgldb sl L L1 & 69 6318 (@h & (& LD eT(hé &L L
(PYeYHBET, STIOTHRIBEHESH, BST DIHLOLILHEHL 63T
s60bgH CuF Fiey sTewILLGHIL oTam 2 MIHWeTNSHST].
D160 LOL1L| & 61l 63T Ba1p & Fsemern @ (HTBI &) 60 6uo1 & G|
Curemauuiast  UMEOUSBSHHO @[ DL UG,
gour@® GFuwwpuD el Guyeneuuie GFweomery
LUTERTIQUIGT SnplaiT. DISMEF DIMLILB6T DU Herfest
Papsdser  upphu  HHeucdsEMmET  IJleleuiGuTS
I@IlIlemeuds@Gd Lguid Gsl(hd OsTewILTy.
FLLSHHGT  GmFHuled Demaraupd  HW 2 awraied
&60[H G180\ T6HTL 6uTTj .

QurEiEe SH(madpT 2009

L1960 @HAHWT SHEOLESTITHET LOHMID  LOFL{EHL GHLD
FRIBD HLHS Fevo awi(hdenTs CUTEIEED aflpTenael
FAplures  OQHTERILTYG  aubFHleTard. Bbs 6w
@&0smeorLTl LD  10.1.2009 (1psed  18.1.2009  eueny
BeLOUDHDSI.

Aser OzmLEs afpraled, Geuefwmey DIHLOFEHSSBT 6T
(PSS B  SIMWFF) LTELY uTeonsd  FHmdleueit
B0bHHI0BTeRH AUiSST].

QaTeLT L SFHeT FAnly msoTs @eubeuT(h HTEHLD
BM60 BHBPFFB6T LD GUDDET.

eI penBd Feelpralde wsge JHeldsl
aubglerer WOy Guyeneu, Geucumewi(hy  14.1.2009

@

QuUTRIB FHBTATETMI, FDLILTET HEN60 BEHPFF @eTenm
uemLsgleTengl. Guremeuuisr Genewt  DIELOLILITET
Ao iseilenr seneoehisanersd Qameni(h BHLHCHPW Henev
alpr ApliLTs DDbHSHH| 6TesT CFTEHTRTTED LIENSHWTHTSH.
SN  HAUHLD  [HLGIRIGET, LI 60 6UWIT AT & 6w 6l
L MUSHS LTL6OH6T Bamid Henaralled Hnalemert.

OUTEIBED FHBHTETEIDI, DUHIOD Ty Brafled LedeoTUITD
BHMBHTR bHH6T FFewi(h Cawllued FreneoBuw GLID
QBTATETTIOE LDHH6IT GEUATETLD HENFLJ6ITL G

e liged  @hHwmeled  Faquil(hbH el HEHH S
2_anianuiBeBuw OGuTkIEsD SmbBTeT Benaraled BrisT
BI6MTTE DIHSHION L G|
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FAREWELL TO A COUNCIL

MEMBER

N.S. Kumar

The President &
Members of the Tamils
Representative Council
sadly announces the
sudden demise of
our Council Member
NamasivayamSampath
Kumar on 16 February 2009.

N. S. Kumar by which he is fondly known, has been
an active councilor and ardent community leader
who, being an educationalist, spearheaded various
educational initiatives and community bonding
programmes on behalf of TRC.

In his eulogy, TRC President, Dr. R Theyvendran
praised Kumar for his dedication to the cause of
the Tamil community and for his concern for the
welfare of Indian students. He further went on
to add that he was touched, just like everyone
present, by Kumar’s ever ready smile , his great
humility and absolute sincerity. In his professional
capacity, he remembered Kumar for his deep and
far sighted thinking and for his immense knowledge
and expertise.

The Tamils Representative Council conveys its
heartfelt condolences to the family of N.S. Kumar.

LWe have lost a good man. )

Activities for 2009

04.04.2009  National Tamil Story-Telling
Competition for Primary Schools

11.04.2009 National Tamil Public-Speaking
Competition for Secondary Students

18.04.2009  Forum — Progress with Tamil
25.04.2009  Tamil Festival Celebrations
24.05.2009  Annual General Meeting
26.07.2009 Dialogue session with Indian Youths

29.08.2009  National Day Celebration & TRC
Excellence Awards

29.11.2009 Deepavali tea with Indian community
Organization

27.12.2009  TRC Bursary Awards

SIMPLIFIED KUNDALINI YOGA SOCIETY

We Conduct

MEDITATION YOGA EXERCISE KAYA KALPA YOGA

www.skysociety.org.sg
93874955/96387274/90266670/96255145

V. Thirunavukarusu, PBM

We grief the passing of
V. Thirunavukarasu on 5th November
2008, who contributed much to the Tamil
Language Movement in Singapore and the
growth of Tamil. He was also, the former
editor of Tamil Murasu and a good man.

Our deepest condolences is extended to his
family and loved ones.

6. anal FHBTNESETH PEM

dinaufi Buf ) Doafigio, Diss anidddgn unhi
gt Dl hb, ST (pTe st g fwmb,
A LTINS T
Fh. e, BRBTBBITR opuisaisr wmnay, daifin anio
BT R T

FF s S g hassitan  garissdt sin & Tiou i hab
STRIATTAT g ipha e &Tudsng e FaldsdslaridG .

@ S0 Guranes, FRislyT
ol R P
amils Representative Council, Singapore

Sl Guyaau UGS
@ Falhpas Hpsid
TRC Multi-Purpose Co-operative Society

From: Management Council, Board of Directors
And All Members

1 Sophia Road #03-08 Peace Centre, Singapore 228149

sTATLIPsHY (36031 160601 GUITHT FBISHID
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